
Introduction

The start of this section is accessible by train to Bramley from Basingstoke and Reading, by bus from Basingstoke and there is also a weekday bus
service between Bramley, Silchester and Tadley. Other buses from Tadley (seven days a week) go to Basingstoke. Always check the latest times at
www.travelinesw.com.

Parking is limited at both ends: side road parking near the railway station or at the recreation ground at Bramley, also limited side road parking at
Tadley, but there is a large public car park about half way at Silchester Roman Town.

The Roman Town is the highlight of this section of the walk and the shorter distance allows time to explore it, while Pamber Forest offers much to
see and hear for wildlife enthusiasts. Parts of this section also follows the waymarked Silchester Trail.

Unfortunately, there are no Brenda Parker Way waymarks across the land between Bramley Frith National Grid sub-station and Silchester Church,
therefore please pay particular attention to the map and the description.

For us the Explorer maps 144 and 159 are required.

The Route

Bramley to Silchester Church

From the bus stops on Sherfield Road in Bramley walk on the north side of the road to the level crossing, or if continuing from Section 3 cross Sherfield
Road at the bakery and turn left, and then go over the level crossing and past the Bramley Inn. Take the metalled path into the recreation ground
and follow this to the back of the pavilion and the car park.

Turn right along Minchens Lane past the surgery and then left onto the metalled bridleway that is also the access to the Bramley Frith National Grid
sub-station. At the edge of the wood follow the bridleway to the right, keeping the paling fence on your left along the edge of Bramley Frith Wood,
on to map 159, passing under two power lines, past Davnage Copse and to the third power line on the north side of Bramley Frith Wood. Here turn
right onto the footpath across the field and make for the path junction at a row of trees beside a stream.

Make sure you turn right here along the footpath beside the field edge to the gate and then turn right along the road to follow it to the junction.
Ignore the footpath on the left but just after here pass through the gate on your left into the permissive open access land at Natural England’s Church
Lane Farm site. (By their nature, water meadows can be flooded in the winter; if this is the case, follow the road north and around the corner and
then turn left at the next corner on to the path over Silchester Brook beside North Copse.) Entering the water meadow, keep parallel to the left hand
field edge bearing right towards Silchester Brook and follow this to the bridge. Before crossing the bridge note the 13th century moat and fish pond
to your right.

Cross the bridge and turn right along the permissive path through the gate and follow the field edge to join a public footpath from the left and continue
over a small tributary of the Silchester Brook, through a metal gate before reaching another footbridge on the right. Do not cross the brook but keep
anti-clockwise round the field edge along the south west side of North Copse, now following the Silchester Trail towards Silchester Church.

At the end of North Copse take the permissive path signposted straight on, crossing a field boundary to emerge on the road opposite Silchester Church.

Silchester Church to Silchester village centre

The 12th century church is worth a visit, otherwise turn right up the road to the corner opposite Manor Farm House, here go through the gate onto
the Roman Town Trail of the Calleva Atrebatum Roman Town to first visit the Roman Amphitheatre with its information board.

Exit the amphitheatre by turning left at the information board and cross the grass to a gate onto the road. Go right along the road for a short way,
then through two gates on your left and follow the wall to the right. After the North Gate, on your left there is a mound of earth from the summer
excavations by Reading University, if they are present a visit may be possible and they have now found a Bronze Age town below the Roman remains.

When you reach the central track across the Roman Town you could turn right along the path to the car park, otherwise follow the bridleway to the
next exit. (If time permits, it’s worth doing the circuit of the southern walls by taking the obvious path just outside the wall and follow it round to the
church. Then return through the churchyard to meet the central track across the site.) Turn right at the exit onto a footpath that becomes a track
meeting the road beside the green hut, formerly the small Calleva Museum of Roman finds. Here, just to the left of the track opposite is the path you
need that goes across the edge of Silchester Common to emerge within sight of the crossroads, village sign, Calleva Arms PH and the bus stop at
Silchester.

Silchester to Tadley

Facing the Calleva Arms turn right (or if leaving after a stop here turn left) and follow the road round into Dukes Ride. Before the houses start on the
right, leave the road and pass through the gate on the right into the wood, keep the backs of the houses on your left and follow the track down to
the stream.

Cross the stream and continue round to meet the bridleway with a bridge on the left and a gate and a Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust Pamber
Forest sign in front of you. Go through the gate past the information board and then over the footbridge and up past a large oak tree, believed to be
used to hang a donkey, to a path junction. Fork right up the track and follow the red trail sign, passing through some Scots Pine trees to meet Straight
Ride.

Cross this, and still following the red markers the track curves round to the left at the edge of the wood to meet a track coming from the left at an
information board. Turn right here to leave Pamber Forest by a track to the edge of Tadley along Forest Lane. Then cross into Malthouse Lane, past
some thatched cottages to the Old Meeting House United Reformed Church. Fork right here to the Basingstoke to Aldermaston A340 and the bus
stop and pedestrian crossing where this section ends; to reach shops or a PH follow the main road some way to the right.


