
Introduction

This circular walk of 6 miles starts at Heath End Village Hall, GR SU 581 620, accessed from Heath End Road; from the 
edge of Baughurst it goes along the Brenda Parker Way to Ashford Hill National Nature Reserve, renown for the wildlife 
in its meadows. Not far from the end of the walk is the Badger Wood PH.
The Route
From Heath End Village Hall car park go clockwise round the Hall building, across the green into the trees and turn right 
and emerge on Bishopswood Lane. Cross over to the footpath opposite and follow this beside backs of houses to meet 
Baughurst Road. Cross the road and turn left and follow the road as far as the chapel on the right to join the Brenda 
Parker Way. 
Turn right down Chapel Lane and pass the footpath on the left and continue to Curtis Farm and through the gate on the 
left side of the farm, following the path down and over a stream. Then turn right and follow the hedge round to the left 
and up to Violet Lane where you turn right here to meet Wolverton Road, turn right then left into Inhurst Lane and left at 
the first footpath turning along a chippings track. At the end of the hedge turn right across the field north-westerly 
towards some woods. 
At the wood edge take the dominant path that forks left and straight on and across the next footpath junction. Continue 
westerly to follow the wire-mesh fence on your right as far as a bridleway joining from the left just before a ditch. Cross 
the ditch leaving the wood to enter an open green near a waymark sign. In addition to the public rights of way, there are 
several other paths in this valley, but you need to find you way downstream to the road. Pass the sign and follow the 
bridleway until a third of the way across the green and then turn right towards a green Natural England sign and gate 
into the Ashford Hill National Nature Reserve. 
Follow the path round and down to the left onto the boardwalks that follow the stream to a metal gate by a wide wooden 
bridge over the stream. Cross this and follow the edge of the green to the right, noting the flowers in these water 
meadows, to a narrow footbridge. Cross this one too and fork left along the valley and over another footbridge and follow 
the path on to a metalled track that leads to the gate on the Ashford Hill Road, the B3051, at Ashford Hill. 
If you want a half way stop, The Ship Inn PH beckons across the road bridge to your right, after which leave the Brenda 
Parker Way and turn left along the pavement on the B3051, past Ashford Hill Road as far as the garage on the left. 
Cross over here and take the track on the left side of the garage down and up through the wood to reach a gate into 
Butler’s Copse. Then take the middle track to reach a path junction, turn right here, keep straight on to reach a barrier 
at the edge of the wood. Pass this and turn left along a gravel track, then turn right keeping parallel to the field edge. 
Keep going straight on along the track before leaving this on the left onto a path that drops down to cross a stream. 
Gradually ascend the other side, past an isolated scots pine tree with a field visible on the right to reach another barrier 
leading on to a track before reaching the Wolverton Road. 
Turn right then left along a lane down to a stream and on the corner take the path on the left down over another stream. 
Round the corner at a footpath junction turn left along a bank beside a ditch, or follow the field edge, to a stile. Cross 
this and turn right, continuing eastwards along a wide path that is soon tarmaced before meeting Violet Lane. 
Cross over on to the footpath opposite, over the stream by the wood, across three more fields and a stream before the 
path turns left and then right, to meet a path junction. Here turn left along a fenced path between paddocks to Chapel 
Lane, and then turn right to meet the Baughurst Road. 
 
Cross over and turn left, either retracing your steps back to the car park by taking the next footpath on the right or 
continue along the road to reach the Badger Wood PH on the left on the corner with the Wolverton Road.


