
Introduction

Both Aldershot and Fleet have good bus and train services, with a direct bus service between these two towns. Always check the
latest times at www.travelinesw.com. Parking is limited at both ends, particularly at the railway stations, although there is a public
car park on the north east side of Fleet Pond.

This first section of the Brenda Parker Way crosses land used by the Army at Aldershot but which has public access along many
tracks and paths open to walkers but where there are few official public rights of way shown on the map. Defence Estates (MOD)
have given permission for the Brenda Parker Way to pass through this land on the basis that users understand that military training
takes precedence over public access and that you may be asked by the military to make a deviation from the route. Walkers should
read the note below and take a moment to read one of the official notices sited at the entrances to the military land. Users of the
route should stay on the paths as they cross the training area.

A consequence of the long-term military use is that a large area of land has been protected from development and the training
area forms a significant part of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA). This is a habitat virtually unique in Europe,
which explains its current high level of conservation protection. Of particular concern is possible disturbance of ground-nesting
birds. All Brenda Parker Way users are strongly requested to stay on the paths and to keep dogs under close control. During the
nesting period (March to August inclusive) every dog must be kept on a leash anywhere within the training area. We have not been
able to waymark the route here, so close attention to the walk description and accompanying map is required.

From the upper reaches of the River Blackwater the route crosses heath and woodland before descending to the Basingstoke
Canal and then on to Fleet Pond. Explorer map 145 is required.

To the start

From the bus station and the west side of Aldershot railway station cross over the footbridge, to join train passengers from London
and the east, and go down the short road from the station and turn left into St George’s Road. At the end cross over into St George’s
Road East and follow the right side round to the end opposite the A323. Follow the pavement round to the right into Manor Park
and take the middle path to Aldershot Manor. Go round the right side to the back of the manor and into the Heroes Shrine and
Garden, the start of the walk.

The Route

Aldershot to near Hungry Hill

Walk through the Heroes Shrine and Garden from the left side, past the mountain ash tree on the corner planted in 2012 to
commemorate Brenda and up to the road beside the church. Follow the road round to the right and cross over by St Michael’s
Church, turn right and then left into Croft Road. Go past the first side turnings and keep going along a metalled path between a
hedge and a wall. Keep right at the first turning and at the second one turn left just before a path junction. Take this left turn
southwards along a gravel path into Brickfields Park. Within the park take the leftward path alongside the lake. Follow this path
round to rejoin the main path and turn left onto it. After a short distance turn right, continuing into the housing estate, Laurel
Gardens. Follow the road and turn right into Walnut Close, continuing onwards to join Highfield Avenue. Turn right and walk a short
way, looking out for a fenced path opposite. Turn sharp left into the path and walk on to Boxall’s Grove. Follow this to the main
road, Boxall’s Lane. Turn right to pass under the railway and into Weybourne Road. Keep on the right side of the road and follow
it over the stream, the River Blackwater, into Surrey.

Take the first right into Parkland Grove and at the end take the left track up along The Blackwater Valley Path through Rowhill
Copse, home of Rowhill Nature Reserve, passing a meadow on the right, a pond and the source of the River Blackwater before
descending beside back gardens to the road by a car park.

Turn left onto Cranmore Lane to the small roundabout on the Farnborough Road. Cross this too and turn right then left into Ministry
of Defence (MOD) land used by the Army at Aldershot, passing an information board on Caesar’s Camp to enter the Aldershot and
Minley Training Area that has public access subject to the bylaws. Follow the main path up, then up a sandy gully to a concrete
foundation block.

Hungry Hill to the Wellington Statue

At the foundation block turn right down the main track with trees on the right and heath on the left. Then go through trees on both
sides along a slight ridge before dropping into a path in a gully to arrive at a sandy area at the bottom. Take the path to the left,
continuing down to reach a wide open sandy strip. Cross this, glancing left in the middle to see Caesar’s Camp, then passing to
the right of Sunny Hill, and then turn left along a concrete track; follow this to the left of the Royal Pavilion to reach the Bourley
Road.



Carefully cross this and turn right along the verge to a barrier on the left. Turn left at the barrier and then take the first right,
passing a small building, continuing and keeping parallel to the road on the right to reach a cross roads. Turn right along Claycart
Road and follow the verge to a grassy gap on the left and climb up to the Wellington Statue.

The Wellington Statue to the Basingstoke Canal

From your entrance, go past the statue and take the far left gap and continue down past a knoll with some fir trees on it. Keep
going, generally north-easterly to reach the crossroads of Bourley Road and Rushmoor Road. Take the second left into Rushmoor
Road, the turning opposite two cul-de-sac signs. Continue to the dip in the road and then turn right past some signs along a track
towards some large gates. Meeting the fence at the gates, turn right and follow the fence line to a wide open strip. Follow this
between the fence on the left and Rushmoor Bottom on the right to reach the Fleet Road, A323.

Carefully cross the road and follow the pavement to the left with Claycart Hill to the right, and then seeing a gravelled area to the
right. At the junction with a road on the left, Rushmoor Road, leave the Fleet Road and cross to the far left side of the gravelled
area along Puckridge Hill Road to a Bailey bridge that crosses the Basingstoke Canal. Cross the bridge, then turn left and follow
the path down to the canal and continue along the tow path north-westwards.

Basingstoke Canal to Fleet

Follow the tow path on the north side of the Basingstoke Canal under another Bailey bridge before Eelmoor Flash, past the end of
Farnborough Airfield as far as a sign for Norris Bridge. If you go under the pair of road bridges, you have gone too far. Fork to the
right after the sign, taking the path up to a small car park and a minor metalled road. Cross this road and an open area to join a
bridleway at a barrier. Follow the bridleway generally parallel to Ively Road and then to the other side through an underpass. Turn
right and left here to join a limestone chippings track that descends then flattens out before reaching a track junction in front of
the Gelvert Stream with a wooden bridge crossing it.

Cross the bridge and turn right to enter Fleet Pond Nature Reserve with marked trails around the pond. Continue on the blue marked
path keeping to the left bank of the Gelvert Stream as far as Gelvert Bridge where there is a choice. If you are in a hurry to catch
a bus or train turn left away from the stream following the yellow nature trail posts in a clockwise direction round Fleet Pond and
at the northwest corner take the steps up to Fleet railway station car park and turn left to the railway station and bus stop. Otherwise
our route continues along the Gelvert Stream following the blue markers to reach Sandy Bay on the shore of Fleet Pond. From the
beach turn around and take the left exit of the blue marked path which is partly on boardwalks leading round the east and north
sides of the pond up to a raised view point and picnic area. Here keep left to follow the red markers near the pond edge to converge
with the railway; the public car park can be reached by following the blue, yellow and red marked path from the view point and
picnic area to the right away from the pond north-easterly. In the northwest corner of Fleet Pond where the path turns left away
from the station car park, take the steps on the right and cross the car park to Fleet railway station and bus stop where there is a
coffee stall and toilets and a pub is fairly close across the main road on the edge of Fleet.


